Motocross Management Committee 

Meeting at Midway Hotel, Portlaoise. 

Feb 15 2011
Present:

Michael Mc Ginn- North Dublin MCC

Gavin Craigie- Fastlane MCC

Thomas Beausang- East Cork MCC

Martin Cox- Munster MCC

John Dunne- Munster MCC

Gerard Pickford- Observer

Apologies

Benny Newsome- South East

Paddy Myers- Dundalk & District MCC

Corrsepondence

Letter from Pat Dunne (motocross.ie)

Mr Dunne asked for clarification on administrative procedures in relation to entry forms and regulations, a reply will be forwarded to him by email.

Two emails from Shane Mc Guinness and Michael Cox with requests for downgrading. Both appeals were denied on the grounds of lap times and riders’ past experience.  A reply and an explanation to be forwarded to each party.

Birdhill Motocross Track and Limerick Off Road MCC.

Ger Pickford who represents interests at Birdhill Motocross track explained to the committee that the situation with the club and the track was untenable and no agreement was possible.  
Mr Pickford informed the committee that he was in the process of starting a new club and would like to achieve affiliation as soon as possible. He also confirmed that no motocross events would be held at Birdhill without an MCI permit.

The committee expressed regret that that the club situation could not be resolved but accepted that it could not get involved in any club’s internal affairs. However the committee did agree that in the interest of the sport the provision of a good motocross track in the Limerick area was essential.  It also agreed that with help of other clubs, that all racing and practice dates for 2011 at Birdhill would be fulfilled.

Proposal for class change for MX2 
Gavin Cragie raised the subject of the committee discussing the possible inclusion of 2 stroke bikes up to 250cc in to the MX2 class. He felt that they were of an equal competitiveness to a 250 4 stroke and that this might remove some barriers to getting more riders involved.  This raised quite a lot of discussion. However it was agreed that because such a change could lead to a possible conflict with the GCRs further discussion and consultation with clubs and riders was needed. 
Championship Regulations.

The championship regulations for both the under 21 and over 35 classes were revisited for 2011 and some changes were made. The changes to the regulations for the Southern Centre Youth and Adult Motocross Championship for 2011 had been agreed at the January meeting. For all these championships the points system was changed to allow all 40 riders in one moto to score points. Changes were also made to the format and awards system. Other small changes were made to help clarity and to bring the regulations up to date. Copies will be included with this document, and it was agreed that all championship regulations will be available for download from www.mcimotocross.ie  before each championship begins.  It was agreed that the 2011 grasstrack regulations will be discussed at the next meeting  

Sponsorship Deal

Thomas Beausang announced that after his negotiations with Great Stuff Catering a generous offer had been made and was gratefully accepted on behalf of the motocross committee.  Even though numbers and the return had been down in 2010 for Great Stuff, they still agreed to patronise motocross and the committee is very thankful for the sponsorship deal. It is hoped that riders and spectators at events would support our sponsors so that 2011 would be a better year. 
Grading

The committee went through the grades for the over 35 championship and agreed a few minor changes.  A list of these grades will be available on the committee’s website for both clubs and riders. 

It was noted that more than half of the riders who are eligible to ride in this championship are over 40 years of age so it was proposed that in 2012 two concurrent championships may be run. Riders who may be interested in this should let their views on this be known to members of the committee.

Motocross Committee

Mick Mc Ginn clarified to the committee that a dual director/convenor was not acceptable to Motorcycling Ireland and that he was honoured to be Convenor for 2011. He hoped that he could do the position the justice it deserved.  The committee welcomed Ivor Jeffries as treasurer for 2011 and agreed to ratify the secretary at the next meeting. 
The committee would like to express its gratitude and appreciation to Benny Newsome for his work last as last year’s convenor. His term was one of universal accord and he set the bar for continued progression in the sport of motocross.  
Helmet Inspections

As per regulations all riders’ helmets must have a current (2011) MCI approved stamp in order to race this season.  Helmet inspectors will be available at the first few events this year. Riders can contact their club representative for details of inspections required after the beginning of the season
A helmet inspection course for motocross has been arranged to be held at MCI offices in Balbriggan on Thursday Feb 17, at least 5 potential inspectors will attend.
MCI Stewards

MCI steward were appointed for the following upcoming events:

Munster 27/2- Vernon Mount- Mick Mc Ginn

East Cork 5/3- Vernon Mount- Mick Mc Ginn

East Cork 6/3- Park- Martin Cox

Wexford Off Road – Clonroche-13/3- Martin Cox

March Meeting: Midway Hotel, Portlaoise, Monday March 21 at 8pm
Minutes taken and issued on behalf of the committee by Michael McGinn

